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108 Onomatopoeias in Tibetan

Nyima Dorjee (Collége de France, Institut d ‘études tibétaines) & Camille Simon (Université
de Picardie Jules Verne, CERCLL & LACITO)

NB: This list of onomatopoeia has been collected as primary data for a paper published as part
of the project “Onomatopoeia - what is in the name?” led by Livia Korvélyessy

(http://www.skase.sk/onomatoproject/Home.html). The data have been collected from one

single Tibetan native speaker, Nyima Dorjee, hence, they reflect his own dialect/idiolect, while
many dialectal differences may be expected on this topic. Onomatopoeia are transcribed in IPA.
The lines above or under vowels indicate tones.

Onomatopoeia
/balup~balup/

/[ak~(ak~[ak/
/baluk~baluk/

1yhor/

[thafak~tha fak~yra fak
/balok~balok/
[thafak/
/thk~thik~thik/
/thulum/

[fhak/
/khotok~khotok/
fur/

/s1r/

/sok~sok/

/dir/

/tshafak/

/tho fok/
/sothok~sothok~sothok/
/tshak~tshak~tshak/
/tsTu~tsTu~tstu/

/mjao/

[khor~khor/

lawu~awu/

[xar~xar/

[yur~nur/

[/

NE:/

/ba:~ba:/

/ba:/

fihaha/ (Literery Tibetan
: <‘tsher>)

/au:/

lfTu~{1u/

Meaning

Water quietly spouting from a spring

Waterfall, water flowing over a mill wheel
Water flowing through a canal (e.g. around fields)
Liquid strongly flowing downwards (e.g. peeing,
rainwater flowing through gutters, milk squirting into
the bucket when milking)

Rain

Boiling water

Water thrown away

Drop

Something massive falling into a lake or pond
Something flat falling into a lake or a pound

hail

Wind, storm

Wind blowing through a small opening

Wind blowing through tree leaves

Thunder

Sudden impact or crack (e.g. breaking branch, lightning
cf. also slapping someone).

Stone hitting a rock

Animal walking on pebbles

Dry branches burning

Mouse

Cat (mewing)

Cat (purring) (cf. snoring)

Dog barking

Yak (male)

Yak (female)

Cow calling her calf

Calf

Bull

Sheep

horse

Wolf
Small bird
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/ka:~ka:/
/kuku~kuku/
/kote:~ko/
[tei~tei~tei/
/prak~prak [T/
/pinfulu/

lop *u:/
/nap~pan~nay/
/kwa:~kwa:/
/balu balu/
Iwa:n/
/tser~tser/

/dir dir/
/yir~yir~yir/
[fapfup/

/tolo molo/
/kihihi/
/aru:~aru:/
llek~lek~lek
tsek~tsek~tsek/ or
/tseo~tseéo~ts€o/
[khor/

|3 o*~aha?/
/ha~ha~ha/ or /hi~hi~hi/
or /hti~ht~hu/
/hé~hé/

/han/

/s1k~s1k/
Ikhotho~t"o~("o/
lta~ta~ta~ta~ta/
/haptfi/
[/tshor~tshor/
[frak~thak/
/khdrop~Kk"orop/
[tshorop~tshorop/
/hiip/
/xalu~xalu/
/hhh/
/dikdik~dikdik/
Ithop~thop/
/hg:~hg:/

/ik~1k/

/tshafak/ or /tshak/
/dik~dik~dik/ or
/dak~dak~dak/
/khoto?~khoto?/
[thafa~tho[a/
[tshdrop~tshorop~tshorop/
[diri?/

Raven

Cuckoo

Hen

Tibetan snowcock

Hoopoe fasciae

Eagle

Owl

Duck

Frog

Fish

Bee

Locust

Lucanidae

Cicadicae

Whispering

Speaking in low, indistinct voices
Howling (positive emotions only)
Moaning

Bitching and grumbling

Snoring (cf. cat purring)
Coughing

Laugh

Mocking laugh

Contemptuous laugh, or indicating that you disagree
humming (when you are happy)
Gurgling

Teeth grinding

Sneezing

Breathing with a blocked nose
Chewing

Chewing with the gums
Crunching

Gulping

Slurping

Sighing

Heartbeat

Cracking joints

Panting

Hiccupping

Slapping someone

(Heavy) footsteps

Stumbling

Walking with dragging feet
Walking on snow

Jumping
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/tilin~tilin/
[salan~galan/
/stk~s1k~sik/

/tan gotan tan gotan/
/dalgn~dalén/
/dan~dan/
[tshan~tshan/
/tsEtse/

/by:/

/bak~bak/

Ioy[: 3k~3k~3k~{3k/

[dzg:/

[thosho/
fthok~thok~thok~thok/
/jirik~jirik/
/tolon~toloy/ or
[thalan~thalan/
/totfo/
[thak~thak~thak/
/rodok~rodok/
Idsop~dsop/
sok~sok~sok
[sar~sar~sar/
[thon~thon/
/dou~dou/
[thik~thik/
/tshadak/

/tsak/ or /ts"o[a”
/thosha/
/t"Tfkun/

/tir/
/thok~thok~thGk/
e ta:/

Small bell

Big bell

Small, closed bell (sleigh bell)

Tibetan lute (sgra snyan)

Tibetan trumpet (rgya gling)

Drum

Cymbal

Harmonica

Conch

Motorbike

Train (probably highly variable since there was no train
in Tibet before 2006)

Car

Car-crash (or two heaving things hitting eachother)
Small tractor

Skeaky cart wheel

Making noise with the pots etc. (while cooking or
washing the dishes)

Making noise with things (other circumstances)
Weaving loom

Millstone grinding grain

Flailing

Winnowing

Sawing

Hammer hit on an empty object (e.g. a pot)
Hammer hit on a door or a wall

Hammer used to forge something

Lighting a lighter

Lighting a match

rifle

pistol

Ringing (alarm clock, phone or doorbell)
Knocking on the door

Klaxon



